
Chevron in one of the most identifi ed names in the 
oil and gas industry. For years, they have played a 
major global role in the developing energy sources 
and in so doing is the top leaseholder in the U.S. Gulf 
of Mexico for oil. Chevron approaches technology in 
imaginative and innovative ways to produce energy 
and serve its customer base. The company has a 
large web of oil platforms and vessels in the Gulf and 
needed a cost-eff ective and wireless connectivity 
solution to improve communications and operations.

Challenge:
Being water-bound, the oil platforms and vessels 
have no possibility of connecting via wires. This 
meant that any communications network would 
require a wireless platform that could support the 
vast distances between platforms while delivering 
the broadband speeds needed for bandwidth-

demanding applications. The solution would also have 
to endure the harsh environment of the salt water/air, 
storms, winds and high temperatures.

Solution:
The Chevron team considered a number of 
technologies and solutions. However, Airspan’s 
combined off ering of 700 MHz and 3.65 GHz WiMAX 
solutions best met the project and communication 
requirements and are a key enabler for Chevron’s 
business case.

Airspan off ers a cost-eff ective and quick-to-deploy 
solution that easily reaches across the platform-to-
platform distances, supplying the company with high-
speed Internet and VoIP. 

The deployment is leveraging the lightly licensed 
3.65 GHz band for aff ordable spectrum, while also 
maximizing the 700 MHz band which has inherent 
propagation characteristics that lend themselves 
perfectly to this project. Lower frequencies, such 
as the 700 MHz band travel 
considerably further 
distances than higher 
frequency solutions.
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Airspan provides a unique approach off ering multiple 
frequencies to be supported in the same chassis. 
Incorporating Airspan’s carrier-class HiperMAX 
base stations, the high-speed broadband network 
communicates to all-outdoor receiver units which are built 
to withstand harsh environmental conditions as well as 
operate over longer ranges. Leveraging Airspan’s award-
winning Software Defi ned Radio technology, the base 
stations allow for high capacity and diversity for improved 
reliability.

Conclusion:
Chevron has several oil platforms already connected. 
The network has created a stable communications 
environment that has increased the company’s effi  ciency 
while saving valuable time and money. The network is 
planned to continue its growth and expansion throughout 
2010, adding several sectors each month.

Airspan Benefi ts:
• Robust, reliable and effi  cient
• High speed data rates
• Carrier-class VoIP
• Pay-as-you-grow model
• Extremely rugged - build to withstand harsh 

environments
• Multiple frequencies supported in single chassis
• Maximum capacity and coverage
• Wide variety of frequency bands supported 700 MHz 

up to 5.x GHz
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