
Sacred Wind Communications, a New Mexico 
based operator, serves the Navajo Reservation and 
portions of outlying rural area in northwestern New  
Mexico. The company delivers telecommunications 
to these areas with the hopes of improving quality 
of life with added safety, education and economic 
growth.

Challenge:
The Navajo community resides in a region 
that is spread over 27,000 square miles and is 
especially harsh and diffi  cult to reach with legacy 
telecommunications systems. At Sacred Wind’s 
inception, only approximately 25% of the residents 
had telephone service to the home in its territory 
leaving a majority without telephone, not to 
mention Internet, access.

Solution:
Sacred Wind realized that the only way to reach 
the Reservation inhabitants was with a wireless 

broadband solution. After careful consideration, 
Sacred Wind chose to work with Stutler Technologies, 
a Kansas based systems integrator, who performed 
a very in-depth project analysis and recommended 
Airspan’s advanced technology WiMAX solutions to 
best serve their needs.

Airspan off ers a cost-eff ective and quick-to-deploy 
solution that easily reaches across the Reservation, 
supplying the Navajo with high-speed Internet and VoIP. 

Operating on the lightly licensed 3.65 GHz band, and  
leveraging Airspan’s full 50 MHz use of the band, 
the WiMAX option requires no digging of trenches 
for laying of cables and wires. Considering the 
mountainous and hilly terrain, most of the network 
operates on a non-line-of-sight basis continuously 
delivering always-on, voice and data services.

Airspan is supplying its dual-purpose Fixed and Mobile 
HiperMAX Base Station infrastructure to Sacred Wind 
for this large area deployment. Sacred Wind received 
substantial funding from the Rural Utilities Services 
run by the US Department of 
Agriculture. The money 
was specifi cally targeted 
to develop the 
telecommunication 
system in this region. 
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is RUS and FCC approved, this was a critical element to Sacred 
Wind’s selection of Airspan. Sacred Wind supports the Navajo 
Nation culture and traditions while facilitating communications 
between individual tribe members and tribal centers to the 
rest of the world. 

Conclusion:
Throughout Sacred Wind’s territory, many Navajo customers 
will have telephone and Internet access for the fi rst time. 
They will have expanded opportunities for both education and 
economic growth that they can bring into their community and 
help improve their quality of life while maintaining their proud 
Navajo identity.

Airspan Benefi ts:
• Robust, reliable and effi  cient
• Ideal for rural and low population 

density
• High speed data rates
• Comprehensive range of end-

user devices for 
indoor or outdoor 
installation

• Carrier-class VoIP
• Fixed, nomadic and 

mobile solutions
• Pay-as-you-grow 

model
• Variety of base 

stations for 
macro and micro 
deployments

• MIMO for improved 
link budget
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Sacred Wind won
the 2009 American 

Express Shine a Light 
Award recognizing small 

businesses making 
a diff erence in their 

community


